“VOLKO

USER MANUAL

document version 1.0

A

Vintage American
3-Bana

Parametric Equalizer




Copyright © 2017 Volko Audio LLC. High-End Digital Audio Algorithms are used under license from BTE
Audio. Copyright © 2005-2017 Bogac Topraktas. All rights reserved. All trademarks Acknowledged.Mac
is a trademark of Apple Computer Inc. The “Built for Mac OS X" graphic is a trademark of Apple Computer
Inc. used under license. AAX is a trademark of Avid. VST and VST3 are trademarks of Steinberg Media
Technology AG. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Other trademarks mentioned are held
by their respective owners.



Contents

=

Introduction

Top-Notch Audio Quality
Practical Design

General Features

Minimum System Requirements
Supported Formats

Installation

Authorization

VO 00O N o0t AW

Plug-in Description

N o0 un ~h WD

11

12



“VOLKO PN QA User Manual
0

Thank you for choosing Volko Audio!

QA digitally recreates the sounds of the legendary APl 550A! vintage American 3 band
parametric equalizer.

You can get support at www.volkoaudio.com. Please use the support menu.

In order to get the most out of the plug-in, please register your product at www.volkoau-
dio.com.

1API is a trademark of Automated Process,Inc. the originator of the 550A and is not affiliated with Volko
Audio LLC
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Unleash your inner mad scientist with the Q American Series plug-ins and add a special
note to your music.

The three Q-series plug-ins are designed to work together, complementing each other,
eliminating phase and artifact problems that arise when linking together different plug-
ins. The fixed QG plug-in allows you to chisel your signals with surgical precision, while
the parametric QA and QB plug-ins offer all the flexibility required to make your guitars
sing a clear soft tune, or to achieve that heavy metal shredding sound.

The QA plug-in is highly optimized to keep your CPU under low stress, while still main-
taining top quality sound output.
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The sleek interface of the Q-series plug-ins is intuitive, user-friendly and easy on the
eyes. It will keep you running tirelessly even after hours of hard work. You will not be
able to help yourself from falling in love with it!
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The QA plug-in is a three band parametric equalizer.

e Low Frequency Shelving/Peaking: Selectable filter type: Shelving or Peaking. Five
selectable center frequencies: 50Hz, 100Hz, 200Hz, 300Hz and 400Hz.

e Mid Frequency Peaking: Five selectable center frequencies: 400Hz, 800Hz, 1.5kHz,
3kHz and 5kHz.

e High Frequency Shelving/Peaking: Selectable filter type: Shelving or Peaking. Five
selectable center frequencies: 5kHz, 7kHz, 10kHz, 12.5kHz and 15kHz.

e Band Pass Filter: Fixed bandwidth: 50Hz to 15kHz. Independently insertable of all
other bands.

e Extremely High Processing Efficiency.

e “Proportional Q" narrows filter bandwidth.

e Proprietary topology which is optimized for low latency, low noise and high dynamic
range.

e Built-in reference-quality upsampling algorithm which can be enabled at sampling
frequencies 44.1 kHz and 48 kHz to achieve bell shape symmetry at high frequencies.

e Supports sampling frequencies up to 384 kHz.

e Clickless parameter update.
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40 MB free hard disk space

Windows 7 or newer, 32-bit (x86) or 64-bit (x64) processor with 2 GB RAM
Mac OS X 10.7 or higher, Intel Processor with 2 GB RAM

Display capable of 1024x768

VST, VST3, AU or AAX capable host program

ASIO supporting sound card (recommended)
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E Supported Formats

The QA plug-in is provided in three separate formats VST, VST3, AU and AAX. It is built
for use within a digital audio workstation or an editing software.
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1. Windows Installation

To install Volko Audio QA plug-in, run (for 32-bit Windows) QA1.0.0_32.exe or (for 64-bit

Windows) QA1.0.0_64.exe.

The installer offers three file formats of
the QA plug-in

o VST
e VST3
o AAX

Fa QA 1.0.0 32bit Setup

Choose Components
Choose which features of QA 1.0.0 32bit you want to install,

[E=R(RCR ==

GA

Check the compaonents you want to install and uncheck the compenents you don't want to

install. Click Next to continue.

Select components to install: ] Description
QA VT3 version
QA AAX version
Space required: 35, 7MB
< Back ” Mext = l I Cancel

If both VST and VST3 are selected, the installer will first ask for destination folders for
both plug-ins. After you select the plug-in destination folder, you need to select the
installation folder (usually located in C:\Program Files).

Selecting the VST plug-in destination
folder

Volko Audio QA User Manual

an QA1.0.0 32bit Setup =N =R
Choose V5T Install Location
Choose the folder in which to install VST version GA
FPlease select your VST folder below:
VST Destination Folder
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Selecting the VST3 plug-in destination
folder

Selecting the application destination
folder

The installation is complete, you can
now use the QA plug-in

Volko Audio QA User Manual

an QA1.0.0 32bit Setup =N =R
Choose V5T3 Install Location
Choose the folder in which to install VST3 version GA

FPlease select your VST3 folder below:

WST3 Destination Folder

Browse...

s QA 1.0.0 32bit Setup = =R ==
Choose Install Location
Choose the folder in which to install QA 1.0.0 32hit, GA

Please select your data folder below:

Destination Folder

Browse...

Space required: 35. 7MB
Space available: 22.6GE

< Badk ][ Instal l I Cancel

@ QA1.0.032bit Setup

=] @ | =

Completing QA 1.0.0 32bit Setup

QA 1.0.0 32bit has been installed on your computer.

Click Finish to dose Setup.

QA
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2. Mac OS X Installation

To install the QA plug-in on Mac OS X, run QA1.0.0.dmg and then QA1.0.0.pkg and

follow the installation instructions.

o .

QA1.0.0.pka

Installation instructions

Accept the License agreement

Volko Audio QA User Manual

readme.txt

uninstall.sh

e Install QA 1.0.0

Introduction
Read Me

License
Destination Select
nstallation Type
nstallation

Summary

WWWVOLKOAUDIO.COM

Important Information
To Install QA:
Run QA1.0.0.dmg file then run QA1.0.0.pkg file and follow the installation
instructions.
To Remove QA:

‘You can use uninstall.sh script that comes with dmg file or you can delete
the files manually.

In order to run the uninstall.sh script, run QA1.0.0.dmg file then open a
terminal and enter the following command:

sudo NVolumes/QA1.0.0.dmg/uninstall.sh

If you need to uninstall QA manually, please delste the following files:
“Library/Audio/Plug-Ins/Components/QA.component”
“fLibrary/Audio/Plug-Ins/VST/QA.vst"

“ILibrary/Audio/Plug-Ins/VST3/QA.vst3"
“Library/Application\ Support/Avid/Audio/Plug-Ins/QA.aaxplugin®

Print... Save... Go Back Continue
e Install QA 1.0.0

To continue installing the software you must agree to the terms of

the software license agreement.
g Click Agree to continue or click Disagree to cancel the installation and
Rei quit the Installer.
Lic
Del i =

Read License Disagree Agree is
n3 vare
nstallation and contains warranty and liability disclaimers. BY DOWNLOADING OR
INSTALLING THE SOFTWARE YOU ARE INDICATING YOUR FULL

Summary AND VOLUNTARY ASSENT TO THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE. If you

WWWVOLKOAUDIO.COM

do not agree to all of the following terms, do not download or install the
software or discontinue use immediately and destroy all copies on your
computer.

1. License Grants and Purchase:

1.1 Evaluation License. You may download and use the Software for
free. Volko Audio LLC grants you a non-exclusive and non-transferable
license to copy and use the Software for evaluation purposes only. The
evaluation copy of the Software is fully functional.

Print... Save... Go Back Continue
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Standard Install on "FTSSD256"

., This will take 34,5 MB of space on your computer.

Read Me Click Install to perform a standard installation of this software
. on the disk “FTSSD256".

License

Destination Select

Installation Type

nstallation

Space requirements and install location. Summary

G‘ k Change Install Location...

WWWVOLKOAUDIO.COM

Go Back Install

[ ‘& Install QA 1.0.0

The installation was completed successfully.

Introduction
Read Me
License

Destination Select

. . . b The installation was successful.
The installation is complete, you can Installaton The software was instaled.
Summary

now use the Volko Audio QA plug-in

QA

WWWVOLKOAUDIO.COM
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When you first start the QA plug-in, you
will be asked to activate your product.
We offer a 30 day free trial period during
which you can use the plug-in without
any limitations. In order to continue us-
ing your trial product, just click on "Free
Trial”.

If you would like to activate your prod-
uct, we offer an online and an offline
activation method.

1. Online Activation

If you would like to activate your prod-
uct by using a serial number, you can
purchase a license from www.volkoau-
dio.com. You can enter your serial num-
ber in the designated fields in the plug-
in activation window. After activating
you can use your product without any
limitations.

Activation

QAV1 MQDE  8BSY L3B5 CWB6

Volko Audio QA User Manual

Activation

Welcome to Limited 30 Days trial!

18 Days Remaining

Plee key in the form below

ACTIVATE

Free Trial Buy Key Offline activation

ADOLKO

2. Offline Activation

If you would like to activate your prod-
uct by using a key file, you can purchase
one from www.volkoaudio.com by click-
ing on "Buy Key”". You can then activate
your product by clicking on "Offline Ac-
tivation” and selecting your key file. Af-
ter activating you can use your product
without any limitations.

Activation
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The gain and peak selection controls are divided in three groups Low frequency (LF),
Medium frequency (MF) and High frequency (HF).

1. Band gain and filter type

There are three dials used to adjust the gain
of each one of the frequency bands. You can
adjust the boost or cut value by hovering over
one of the knobs and scrolling up or down. Al-
ternatively, you can click on the knob and drag
up and down. A pop-up bubble displays the
current value.

e Low frequency

- Low insert: Inserts/disengages the Low
Frequency Shelving/Peaking Band.

- Low filter type: Selects either shelving
or peaking as filter type for the Low Fre-
quency Shelving/Peaking Band.

e Medium frequency

- Medium Peak Insert: Inserts/disen-
gages the Medium Frequency Peaking
Band.

e High frequency

- High insert: Inserts/disengages the
High Frequency Shelving/Peaking Band.

- High filter type: Selects either shelving
or peaking as filter type for the High
Frequency Shelving/Peaking Band.

2. Frequency bands

You can select different frequency centers for
each frequency range. The value of the fre-
guency center can be adjusted by hovering over
one of the knobs and scrolling up or down. Al-
ternatively, you can click on the knob and drag
up and down. A pop-up bubble displays the
current value.
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e Low peak frequency — The frequency center of the shelving/peaking band can be
set at 50Hz, 100Hz, 200Hz, 300Hz or 400Hz.

e Medium peak frequency — The frequency center of the peaking band can be set at
400Hz, 800Hz, 1.5kHz, 3kHz or 5kHz.

e High peak frequency — The frequency center of the shelving/peaking band can be
set at 5kHz, 7kHz, 10kHz, 12.5kHz and 15kHz.

3. Shape and Filter

e Shape switch — Enables/disables the upsampling algorithm to achieve bell shape
symmetry at 4 kHz, 8 kHz and 16 kHz Peaking Bands. Only effective at sampling
frequencies below 48 kHz (inclusive).

e Filter switch — Inserts/disengages the Band Pass Filter.

4. Output signal gain

The master knob sets the gain of the output signal in a range between -12dB and 12dB.

5. Input level display

The power level of the input signal is displayed at the top of the plug-in window.

6. Output level display

The power level of the output signal is displayed at the top of the plug-in window.
7. Bypass

Inserts/disengages the whole QA algorithm. (This parameter is only supported from the
Host)
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